X GAMES 16
TELEVISION TALENT BIOS

Selema ‘Sal’ Masekela

X Games Host / Commentator

Selema (Sal) Masekela worked his first X Games event in January 1999 as a snowboarding reporter during coverage of Winter X Games Three. Since that time, he has worked on every X Games and Winter X Games, in a variety of capacities, including skateboarding and snowboarding host and X Games reporter. In 2001, at X Games Seven in Philadelphia, Masekela expanded his responsibilities to host ESPN and ESPN2’s overall coverage of the event. Five months later (January 2002), Winter X Games Six from Aspen, Colo. marked the first time Masekela hosted the winter version of the premier action sports event.

In addition to the X Games and Winter X Games, Masekela has hosted the monthly EXPN 2Day series on ESPN2, ClassiX, X Center, the Tony Hawk Gigantic Skatepark Tour and X in Concert. Other ESPN assignments for Masekela have included serving as a sideline reporter for ESPN’s NBA games and as host of ESPN The Life.

From 1997-2000, Masekela worked for Fox Sports as host of “Board Wild” and for MTV as host for the MTV Sports and Music Festival. Currently, he is a co-host on E! Network’s The Daily 10. Masekela also recently started his own production company.

The son of South African jazz musician Hugh Masekela, Masekela is an avid snowboarder, surfer and skateboarder and just returned from South Africa where he was an ESPN reporter for the 2010 FIFA World Cup.

Dana Jacobson

X Center Host
Dana Jacobson joined ESPN as an ESPN News anchor in December 2002 and shortly after became a regular anchor on the 6 p.m. edition of SportsCenter. In March 2005, she was named co-host of “Cold Pizza,” and transitioned with the show as it became “ESPN First Take.”
Jacobson joined the X Games broadcast team in 2006 when she was brought on to host X Center for both the X Games and the Winter X Games. Other duties have included sideline reporting for ESPN’s coverage of NBA Sunday night games, host of the ESPYs Red Carpet Special, and guest host for “The Dan Patrick Show” on ESPN Radio.

A native of Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, Jacobson graduated from the University of Michigan in 1993 with a Bachelor of Arts in English and Communications.

Keir Dillon

ESPN3D Host

A leader in the snowboarding and action sports community, Keir Dillon is one of the most decorated professional winter action sports athletes. Three years ago Dillon added TV reporter to his already impressive pro snowboarding resume and has now become a fixture of both the X Games and Winter X Games telecasts. 

In addition to working as a sideline reporter for ESPN, Dillon works as a show host on FUEL TV and Disney XD. Dillon is the President and Founder of Republic of Frends and serves as an ambassador and consultant for Burton. At X Games 16, Keir will serve as the host for the X Games telecast on ESPN’s new 3D network, ESPN 3D. 

Keir is married and resides in San Diego, Calif.
Analysts/Commentators: 
Tony Hawk
Quite possibly the most talented athlete to ever step foot on a skateboard, Tony Hawk has transcended the invisible boundaries of action sports to become one of the most popular athletes in the world. Reaching far beyond the icon status he has attained in the sport of skateboarding, Hawk has proved to be a rarity among popular action sports stars. Hawk has consistently maintained his status with the core action sports community, while simultaneously leading the charge for progression in the sport and growth in the commercial popularity for the entire action sports category. 

In addition to being the first person to ever land a 900 on a skateboard, Hawk has won 10 X Games gold medals, developed one of the most successful video games in history and built one of the largest brands in global sports. Hawk has also become a talented member of the X Games broadcast team and will once again join Sal Masekela in the telecast booth to call the action for the Skateboard Vert and Skateboard Big Air contests at X Games 16. 
James Stewart

Know as one of the best riders in the history of Supercross, James Stewart made his X Games debut last year and has quickly become an integral part or the X Games telecast team. 

The first African-American Supercross champion, Stewart began his career with a record-breaking 11 AMA Amateur National titles. In his first pro season, Stewart was honored with the Rookie of the Year award for 2002. Two years later he won the AMA 125 East Supercross Championship as well as the AMA 125 Motocross National Championship. 

In 2008, Stewart rebounded from knee surgery to become the second rider in history to win 24 of 24 events in a perfect Motocross season – the only other athlete to accomplish such a feat was Ricky Carmichael. That same year Stewart was named the 2008 AMA Speed Athlete of the Year. Sitting third on the all-time win list, Stewart has amassed 80 total Supercross and Motorcross main event victories. Stewart is halfway towards Carmichael’s record of 150 and only nine wins behind Jeremy McGrath. The 2009 AMA Supercross Champion, Stewart clinched his second Individual Supercross title last year. 

Jeremy McGrath

Often referred to as “The King of Supercross”, Jeremy McGrath won 12 Individual Supercross Championship Titles, 2 Team Supercross Championship Titles and more than 100 career races. McGrath won his first X Games medal in 2005 when he took the silver medal in the Step Up contest at X Games 11 and went on to win the silver medal again in the Step Up contest in 2006. 

McGrath joined the X Games broadcast team in 2009 as an analyst for the X Games Moto X Racing competition and will once again be in the booth for X Games 16.

Born in San Francisco, CA., McGrath now lives in Encinitas, CA. with his wife Kim and two daughters Rhowan and Bergen.  
Steve Swope

BMX pioneer Steve Swope has been a leader in the sport and a staple of the action sports industry for more than 20 years. Co-founder of Hoffman Bikes, Swope has competed in and organized numerous action sports events across the globe. As a pro, Swope competed in the first three X Games and then served as a sport organizer for the X Games BMX competitions for more than 10 years. Swope expanded his role with the X Games in 2000 when he joined the ESPN  telecast team. Since that time, Swope has worked on BMX and Skateboard events for ESPN and is a regular fixture of the X Games telecast. Swope is currently the VP of Marketing and Events at Camp Woodward and will once again serve as a BMX analyst for the X Games telecast. 
A native of Oklahoma City, Okla. Swope now resides in Los Angeles with his wife Katie and daughter Avery. 

Boris Said

One of the most recognized drivers in racing, Boris Said has had a successful career in every circuit he has competed in. The son of a Formula One race car driver and US Bobsled driver, Said has raced in almost every major car series. In addition to a famous career in NASCAR, Said has also participated in the Craftsman Truck Series, 24 Hours of Daytona, the V8 Supercar Series and the X Games Rally Car competition. At X Games 16, Said will join ESPN as a telecast analyst for the Rally Car competitions.  

A native of Stamford, CT., Said now resides in Carlsbad, Calif. with his family.
Paul Page

Paul Page, one of the best-known voices in televised motorsports for more than a quarter century, serves as the Super X, SuperRally and Rally Car Play-by-Play host for X Games 16. Page’s association with ESPN dates back to when the network debuted on September 7, 1979. 

Before joining ABC Sports in 1987, Page served for 15 years as the “voice” of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Radio Network for the worldwide broadcast of the 500, and had hosted NBC Sports’ auto racing coverage since 1977. He worked on the radio coverage of the Indianapolis 500 beginning in 1974, hosting the broadcast from 1977-1987. He served as the lead commentator for ABC’s broadcast of the 2004 Indianapolis 500, which because of several rain delays went eight and a half hours, making for one of the longest single-event telecasts ever.

For ABC and ESPN, Page has also covered NASCAR, figure and speed skating, college football, the X Games, the Winter X Games, the 2003 America’s Cup, the Great Outdoor Games and even the annual Nathan’s Hot Dog Eating Contest on July 4. 

Cameron Steele

An incredibly familiar and well-respected name in the Moto X industry, Cameron Steele is an accomplished motocross racer and trophy truck competitor. Steele has been a fixture of the X Games telecast team for 10 years and has been an analyst for ESPN since X Games Five, when Moto X Freestyle was first added to the X Games. Since that time Steele has continued to make a name for himself as a TV analyst and a competitive racer in a number of different events.
Steele will celebrate his 10th anniversary in the X Games telecast booth this year, along side his Moto X telecast colleagues Tes Sewell and Paul Page.
Jimmy Coleman

TV personality Jimmy Coleman has been participating in and covering action sports events for more than a decade, but has made an occupation out of being the “Man on the Mic.” Originally from St. Louis, Mo., Coleman is on the road so many months out of the year that he often jokes that he “resides in hotels across America.”
Having hosted numerous action sports events and demonstrations all over the world, Coleman has had the opportunity to watch and work with many of the biggest names in the industry. Coleman joined the X Games broadcast team in 2001 at X Games Six in Philadelphia, PA. This year Coleman will once again serve side-by-side with long time BMX telecast partner Steve Swope for the BMX Freestyle Vert telecast.  
Tes Sewell

Action sports personality Tes Sewell worked his first X Games event in the summer of 1999 as the original sport organizer for Moto X Freestyle at X Games Five in San Francisco. In 2003 at X Games 10 in Los Angeles, Sewell expanded his responsibilities to broadcast analyst. Since that time, he has worked on every X Games and Winter X Games in a variety of capacities, including as a Moto X analyst and reporter, Rally Car analyst and SnoCross analyst.

In addition to the X Games and Winter X Games, Sewell has served as analyst and host for the Red Bull X Fighters series on ABC and ESPN, PowerSports ATV Tour on ESPN 2, PowerSports Snowmobile Tour on Speed, the P.I.G. and RIOT series on Rush HD and as a sideline reporter for the LG Action Sports Championships on CBS.
A native of Newcastle, England, Sewell now resides in Reno, Nevada with his wife Gaby. 

In Car Commentators: Jen Horsey and Chrissie Beavis
Reporters:

Erin Bates
Erin Bates joined ESPN’s X Games telecast team in 2008 as a reporter for X Games 14. 
Since that time she has covered assignments for both the X Games and Winter X Games on ESPN and ABC. 

Through tenacity, determination and talent, Bates has taken herself from a position as a podium model on the Supercross tour to a well respected reporter and journalist in the action sports industry. In addition to her work as a reporter for the X Games Moto X and Rally Car events, Bates has also served as a live commentator for the Supercross tour and a reporter for numerous Supercross telecasts on CBS, SPEED TV and ESPN. 
Jenn Brown
Jenn Brown joined ESPN in 2008 as a reporter for the X Games. In addition to her role on the X Games telecast team, Brown also currently works as a reporter for both College GameDay (football) and College GameDay (basketball) and is a co-host of ESPNU's Road Trip. Brown  has also covered major events for ESPN such as the ESPYs and the World Series of Poker.

Prior to ESPN, Brown worked for Showtime Sports as a reporter in 2008 and 2009. Brown was a special correspondent on Inside the NFL for 2 seasons. She was also a live event reporter for boxing and MMA events for both Showtime Sports and CBS. In 2009, Brown was one of the hosts on ABC's Primtime show The Superstars.
Brown was born in Gainesville, FL and now resides in Los Angeles, California. 
