NOTABLE QUOTES
"We couldn't be more excited to have the X Games back at the Coliseum…As the original home to the precursor of the X Games, the original motocross, we truly appreciate and love showcasing this world-class action sports event.” - Pat Lynch, general manager for the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum and Sports Arena, San Gabriel Valley Tribune, April 26, 2010 
“Hawk says he's kept his relationship with the X Games because 'they've made a commitment to being relevant,’ pointing out that this year's skate competition will have a "street course that's not shared" with other events. ‘The X Games have been able to change with the times… The biggest changes that have happened since 1999 are the recognition that street is true skating and the mega-ramp movement.’" – Tony Hawk, USA Today, July 30, 2009
“After 15 years, ESPN’s X Games is very much still putting the action in action sports.” – Mirjam Swanson, Press Enterprise, July 29, 2009

“X Games are a big deal for women and anyone in action sports.” – Ashley Fiolek, North County Times, August 2, 2009

“I just want to thank the X Games for giving this platform for all the athletes to kind of be showcased, and thank all the athletes as well for stepping up and making this thing possible.” – Jake Brown, Los Angeles Times, July 31, 2009

“The average person always thinks soccer, football and basketball players are the toughest athletes. But man, I think the guys that come to X Games are probably some of the most gnarly and talented athletes in the world.” – James Stewart, Los Angeles Times, July 30, 2009

“The biggest goal for anyone in FMX is X Games. It’s the superbowl event for our sport, the most important event that you have to be at every single year. I went to the mail one day, got this letter, it was from ESPN and it was an invitation to the X Games. It was the best thing in my life. I was so pumped. It was like a culmination, like I made it into the sport. I’m here,” Jeff “Ox” Kargola, ESPN.com/action, April 11, 2010

“How has the X-Games grown over the years?
Skateboarding as a sport has become more generally accepted in the mainstream.

Why should I watch the X-Games?
Chances are you’ll see something you’ve never seen before. And if you appreciate athleticism, you’ll see some of the greatest athleticism in any sport across the board. And it’s non-stop. They call your name and you go. It’s not like football and baseball where there’s all this stop and go for two hours. [For X-Games], It’s bam-bam-bam, they show it all on live television.” – Q&A with Andy Macdonald, Boston Globe, June 21, 2010
Alana fell in love with the sport after watching the X Games on TV with her father. Alana has a gigantic opportunity in skateboarding…The fact that she is a girl but doesn't skate like one, she has the opportunity to change people's perception of girl skateboarders, where she'll be judged on her own merit as a skater, not a girl skater.’” – Jeff Jewitt, skateboard instructor of “Next X” competitor Alana Smith’s, ABC Arizona,  June 19, 2010

"You know, I won that Gold medal for the Carolla back in 2004, and I have to tell you, that had a huge impact. It meant everything. It was the highlight of my life -- winning that medal opened so many doors and I owe a lot to X Games." – Chuck Carothers, June 8, 2010, ESPN.com/action

“When freestyle made its debut at the 1999 X Games, the sport exploded in popularity.” – New York Times, July 31, 2009
“The X Games is kind of a wild event. The X Games puts a spotlight on the sport and shows it to people in a way that’s incredibly entertaining, but it also exposes them to what the sport is all about.” – Tanner Foust, Motorsport, July 22, 2010
"I will say that the X Games has more media hype around it than any other event, so there is usually a lot more going on trying to keep up with all the media and PR." – Andy MacDonald, ESPN Star, May 27, 2010
 “X Games 15: Ten years later, the 900 still resonates…Something happened there and at that moment, I suddenly realized what it was: The emergence of skateboarding as a real sport and not just a fad or kids' game. They weren't even called action sports back then, they were known simply as X Games sports…. Here's what I wrote ten years ago: ‘How big was it? Think Nadia Comaneci scoring the first perfect 10 in Olympic gymnastics in 1976. Think Michael Jordan stealing the ball and hitting the championship-winning shot in Game 6 of the 1998 NBA Finals. Hawk was already was the biggest star in his sport, but his 900 comes close to beatification.’" – USA Today, July 30, 2009 

“When she was called to the podium to collect her gold medal for the women’s skateboard vert finals, she broke into hysterics, raised her skateboard to salute the fans and relished the moment to kick off X Games 15 on Thursday at Home Depot Center…’This gold feels insane…I didn’t think I was going to win it. I don’t know how I won this.’” – Lynz Adams Hawkins, Daily Breeze, July 31, 2009

“I was more stoked just making that 5…I’ve never felt that before. It was amazing.” – Rob Lorifice after winning his first X Games Skateboard Big Air medal after five years of trying, Daily Breeze, July 31, 2009

“The level of riding improves each year, so I can’t wait to see what the new events bring in terms of innovation.” – Tony Hawk, Los Angeles Times, July 22, 2009

 “The unique format of the X Games Rally Car Race gives us the opportunity to do something really special for the broadcast. This is as close as the audience can get without actually sitting in the cars themselves.” – J.B. Niday, Managing Director for Rally America, Off-Road Magazine, August 6, 2009

“The X Games have become a monster in action sports. It’s the biggest action sports contest and everyone wants a gold medal. That gold medal I won when I was 13 changed my life.” – Ryan Sheckler, SI.com, August 1, 2009 
“Great day of #nascar racing! I like @kevinharvick's quote ‘Anything more exciting than this and we’ll have to go to the X-Games’.” - @RickyCarmichael to NASCAR champ Kevin Harvick after his Talladega race victory, Twitter, April 25, 2010 
“We're a while away from August, but I'm already looking forward to the X-Games.  Who'll be the hit misses. Who to be on the lookout for? I've got me eye on a couple of things.” – Bleacher Report, April 3, 2009

"I got invited back to X-Fighters, rode the whole series and was invited to the X-Games [freestyle's biggest world event]…It's the biggest freestyle series there is, every top rider is there." - Levi Sherwood, stuff.com.nz, Dec. 27, 2009 
 “Still, sponsors insist that riders perform at major competitions like ESPN's X Games, where their brands get maximum exposure on TV…’Honestly, my sponsors all they care about is X Games, because they get TV time.’" – Ronnie Faisst, ESPN.com/action, April 11, 2010

"More than anything I want that X Games medal; I'll do anything and everything I have to do to make 2010 my year!" – Cameron Sinclair, ESPN.com/action, Feb. 16, 2010
