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Ron Semiao, Scott Guglielmino, Jack Wienert, Chris Stiepock, 
Rick Alessandri , Jamie Reynolds and Phil Orlins 
Seven key executives, some who have been part of the X Games since the event’s inception, include: Ron Semiao, Senior Vice President, ESPN Films and X Games creator; Scott Guglielmino, Senior Vice President, Programming and Global X Events; Jack Wienert, Executive Director; Chris Stiepock, Vice President, Content & Sponsorship Development; Rick Alessandri, Vice President Global X & Development; Jamie Reynolds, Vice President, Remote Production; and Phil Orlins, Coordinating Producer. Together, these executives have executed the vision of the X Games and helped to develop it into the premier action sports franchise in the world.

RON SEMIAO

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, ESPN FILMS

An action sports industry and sports television pioneer, Ron Semiao, was named senior vice president, ESPN Films in 2007. As the creator of the X Games, Semiao has been instrumental in the development of the event and franchise both domestically and internationally. 

As senior vice president, ESPN Films, Semiao oversees the newly-established initiative to extend the ESPN brand into sports-themed theatrical motion pictures as well as the continued development and creative aspects of major properties including the ESPYs and the X Games franchises. 

Prior to his current position, and since 2002, Semiao served as senior vice president, ESPN Original Entertainment. In that role, Semiao launched the network’s foray in to sports-themed films, TV series, reality programming, and scripted drama. 

Semiao had served as vice president, programming and managing director, Global X Games since January 2001.  As managing director Semiao was responsible for fostering the overall growth of the franchise in the United States as well as launching the brand in a number of key international markets including China, Japan, Brazil, Saudi Arabia, and Mexico. 

Semiao joined ESPN in April 1985 as a program analyst.  In 1987, he moved to ESPN's production operations department. In 1989 Semiao was named operations producer, and was made senior operations producer in 1990.  While in production operations, Semiao coordinated operations for ESPN's coverage of Major League Baseball.  He moved to the programming department in August 1993 as a programming acquisition and planning specialist. Semiao was promoted to director of programming for ESPN2 in January 1995. In this role he was part of the senior team responsible for launching and defining the culture of the new network by placing original and unique programming on the air. After successfully launching ESPN 2 and creating the X Games and Winter X Games platforms, Semiao was promoted to vice president, programming in April 1999.

A native of New Bedford, Mass., Semiao graduated from the University of Bridgeport.
SCOTT GUGLIELMINO
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, PROGRAMMING & GLOBAL X EVENTS
Scott Guglielmino was promoted to senior vice president, programming and Global X Events in June, 2010. In his new role, Guglielmino is responsible for all aspects of the management, growth and sales of the X Games franchise as well as ESPN’s strategy for MLS and all U.S. Soccer platforms. 

Prior to his current role, Guglielmino served as a vice president, programming & acquisitions at ESPN, overseeing all motorsports (NASCAR, NHRA, IndyCar), NBA, Soccer (FIFA, UEFA, USSF, MLS), Olympic Sports and Lacrosse properties. A position he had held since 2004.
Guglielmino directed the return of NASCAR to ESPN and ABC in 2007 across ESPN’s multimedia assets, including television, internet, radio, print, broadband and wireless. He also played a key role in ESPN’s acquisition of the Monday Night Football franchise and coordinated the company’s negotiation preparation for both ESPN and ABC Sports. Guglielmino has also overseen brand extension efforts for ESPN's X Games and Winter X Games, which have enabled ESPN to establish the leading global action sports brand.
Since 1998, Guglielmino has played a significant role in ESPN’s soccer coverage. He was a major contributor in the decision to televise the highly successful FIFA Women's World Cup in 1999, and managed all network plans for the 2010 Men’s FIFA World Cup 

Guglielmino originally started at ESPN as a freelance statistics coordinator in 1993. Through the past 17 years, he has been promoted to planner, senior planner, director and vice president. Guglielmino graduated in 1992 from the University of Connecticut. A native and resident of Cheshire, Conn., he continues to lend his expertise to the Parks & Recreation department in his hometown, where he helped create a local skate park.

CHRIS STIEPOCK

VICE PRESIDENT, CONTENT & SPONSORSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
Chris Stiepock was named vice president, content & sponsorship development in June 2008, responsible for growing the X franchise both domestically and globally. He manages the organization and execution of ESPN's owned, organized and televised events, including the X Games, Winter X Games, all International X Games events and multiple platform extensions. Stiepock also oversees action sports programming on ESPN's networks, including ESPN’s 24/7 action sports website ESPN.com/Action.
Prior to his current position, since January 2005 Stiepock served as General Manager of the X Games.  In that role, Stiepock led the development, organization and operations for all aspects of the two U.S. based X Games events, multiple X Games events held in international markets and all brand initiatives. 
Stiepock has worked for ESPN since October 1994, when he was hired as the director of marketing and communications for what was then called the Extreme Games.  He continued in this capacity, adding the Winter X Games and several auxiliary events to his responsibilities until being promoted to general manager of the ESPN Original Entertainment Events department in January 2001. 

Prior to his work at ESPN, Stiepock was a freelance journalist, an advertising account executive, a marketing and communications director for the World Scholar-Athlete Games and a marketing consultant to the Irish Basketball Association in Dublin, Ireland.
Stiepock has a master’s degree in business administration in International Sports Management from the University of Rhode Island, and earned a bachelor of arts degree in English literature from Wesleyan University, where he was the captain of the men's basketball team.

RICK ALESSANDRI

VICE PRESIDENT, GLOBAL X & DEVELOPMENT
Rick Alessandri joined the X Games team in January of 2007. Alessandri is responsible for managing the Global X Games franchise, including the two U.S. X Games events, multiple international X Games events, ESPN’s 24/7 action sports site ESPN.com/Action and developing new business initiatives that will continue to grow the X Games brand. 

Prior to this role, since February 2006 Alessandri managed ESPN consumer products, responsible for overseeing operations for ESPN Home Entertainment & Branded Experiences, Licensing and Direct Businesses. Previously, Alessandri worked within ESPN Enterprises since 2003. Among his accomplishments, Alessandri spearheaded ESPN’s first branded entrance in to the consumer products industry and developed ESPN brand extensions on a number of different platforms including on-line, wireless, credit card and gaming products. 

In November 2002, Alessandri was named vice president, assistant to the president, working closely with ESPN President George Bodenheimer on a variety of strategic initiatives, including managing ESPN Enterprises, handling third-party sales of SportsTicker and overseeing ESPN’s entrance into wireless business initiatives. 

Alessandri joined ESPN in November of 1995, when the company acquired SportsTicker. Alessandri, who joined that company in 1982, was vice president and general manager of the 24-hour real time sports and information news service.

Alessandri is a native of Yonkers, N.Y. He earned his bachelor of arts degree in communications from Fordham University.

JACK WIENERT

Executive Director, Global X Events and Development
Jack Wienert was named executive director, Global X events and development in July 2009.  Wienert is responsible for managing all aspects of the two domestic X Games events, including all negotiations, event organization, operations and logistics. Wienert also manages event operations for all international X Games events and works with the Global X sales and development teams on all international venue negotiations. 

Prior to his current position, and since April 2005, Wienert served as executive director, X Games events. In that role, Wienert lead the negotiations and overall event organization for the X Games, Winter X Games, X Games branded properties and all auxiliary events. Wienert supervised the event team focused on staging, marketing and organizing the competitions for athletes and spectators. Wienert had served as executive director, ESPN Original Entertainment Events since 2000, where he was responsible for managing all US based X Games events and developing the Great Outdoor Games franchise.  

Wienert joined ESPN in 1994 when the network was just starting to develop the concept for the X Games, then called the Extreme Games. Wienert worked side by side with Ron Semiao,  creator of the X Games, and helped to launch the event and grow the global franchise. 

Prior to joining ESPN, Wienert served as vice president of operations for the U.S. Olympic Festival. His responsibilities included organizing and locating competitions, coordinating national governing bodies, and managing communications systems, transportation and logistics. Previously, Wienert spent 20 years with the Chevrolet Motor Division, GMC, both in wholesale and retail organizations.

Wienert is a graduate of the University of Missouri, where he was a defensive lineman for the 1966 Sugar Bowl champs.

JAMIE REYNOLDS

VICE PRESIDENT, ESPN REMOTE PRODUCTION
Jamie Reynolds was promoted to vice president, ESPN event production in 2006. Reynolds currently oversees production for the X Games unit, tennis including four Grand Slams, horse racing including the Belmont Stakes and Breeders Cup and golf including the Masters.

Prior to his current position, since 2001 he served as senior coordinating producer, responsible for X Games and action sports programming. In 2001 Reynolds also took on the added role of managing remote production for the NBA, upon its return to ESPN and ABC Sports. He had served as coordinating producer since 2000.  

Reynolds first joined ESPN as an associate producer in 1984, his assignments included tennis’ French Open, golf’s British Open, college football, World Cup Skiing and the U.S. Olympic Festivals. He spent one year in Australia for the network’s coverage of the 1987 America’s Cup.

From 1988 to 1996, he operated as an independent producer/director, working on a variety of productions for ESPN, ABC and NBC, in addition to producing commercial work for other clients. His directing credits include the 1995 America’s Cup (Host Broadcast), 1996 Olympic Games (Yachting) and two expeditions to the Southern Ocean, including a five-week journey to Antarctica. 

In 1996, Reynolds rejoined ESPN as a coordinating producer when the network launched the X Games, then called the Extreme Games. 

While a student at Bucknell University, Reynolds taught sailing and raced competitively. He graduated with degrees in Biology and English.
PHIL ORLINS

COORDINATING PRODUCER, X GAMES
Phil Orlins was promoted to Coordinating Producer, X Games in February 2006. Orlins manages production for the X Games unit, including the X Games in Los Angeles and the Winter X Games in Aspen and all auxiliary events.

Since taking on the role of Coordinating Producer for the X Games Franchise, Orlins’ team has been responsible for a period of critical and ratings success. In 2008 the X Games won the New York Film Festival Gold Medal for Best Sports Special and was nominated for an Emmy award in the prestigious Outstanding Live Sports Special category.

Prior to his current position, since 1993, Orlins served as a producer in ESPN’s remote production division. In that role Orlins was responsible for one of the networks longest running and most famous franchises, Sunday Night Baseball. Orlins was assigned as the producer for ESPN’s Winter X Games coverage in1997, and in 2004 he was assigned as the producer for ESPN’s X Games coverage.

During his time managing the X Games property and ESPN’s Major League Baseball coverage, Orlins and his teams have earned multiple sports emmy’s and received recognition for many technological advances. Orlins first joined ESPN as an associate producer in 1988, his assignments have included serving as a producer and coordinating producer on ESPN Tennis, College Football, College Basketball and College World Series coverage. 

Orlins graduated from Ithaca College with a degree in Television-Radio.

