ATHLETES TO WATCH

SKATEBOARD
Vert / Vert Best Trick / Big Air / Big Air Rail Jam
Pierre-Luc Gagnon (Carlsbad, Calif.)

After 11 X Games appearances, Canadian Vert wizard Pierre-Luc Gagnon, or known as PLG in the skateboarding world, is a fixture on the podium. At X Games 15, Gagnon became only the third skater to win back-to-back X Games Vert competitions, bringing his total medal count to 14. A technical skater, Gagnon’s ability to consistently throw spins and link tricks at great heights makes him a perennial threat in vert competitions. The last two seasons have been the most successful years of his career. He earned the overall AST Dew Tour title and the first-ever Maloof Money Cup in 2008, his fifth consecutive Tampa Pro in 2009 and he is off to a good start this season with two AST Dew Tour wins under his belt already. With a medal in each discipline he’s entered, PLG even skated back-to-back triple medal performances, winning three silver medals in 2004 and a medal of each color in 2005. Coming off gold performances in Vert and Mini Mega at X Games Asia in May, Gagnon will compete in Vert, Vert Best Trick, Big Air and Big Air Rail Jam at X Games 16. 
Big Air / Big Air Rail Jam

Danny Way (San Diego, Calif.)

The pioneer and innovator of Skateboard Big Air, Danny Way has made the discipline what it is today. Since its inception into the X Games, Way has dominated the sport, taking top honors the first three years and a legendary silver medal in 2008. Always pushing the limits of the sport and his abilities, Way won gold in 2006 with the first backflip ever landed in Big Air. After sitting out of the X Games in 2007, he returned to the podium in 2008 with a backflip to 540 varial despite injuring his ankle on the first run. In 2009, Way added an element to Big Air, competing in and earning gold in the first-ever Big Air Rail Jam on a switch 50/50. As the father of Big Air skateboarding, Way was one of the six action sports athletes featured in the 2009 ESPN films release X Games 3D: The Movie. World renowned for his stunts, Way set the bomb drop record at 28-ft by jumping off the Hard Rock Hotel guitar in Las Vegas and was also the first person to jump the Great Wall of China on a skateboard. Way has been recognized as the TransWorld Best Vert Skater three times in his career and is the only skater to be awarded the Thrasher Skater of the Year award twice. 
Vert Best Trick

Shaun White (Carlsbad, Calif.)

Perhaps the most recognizable action sports athlete, Shaun has proven himself a superstar in both snowboarding and skateboarding. In a banner season for White, the defending Winter X Games Snowboard SuperPipe and 2006 Winter Olympic gold medalist successfully defended both titles in 2010, becoming the only male Winter X Games athlete to three-peat in Snowboard SuperPipe and the only Winter Olympic athlete to win back-to-back Halfpipe gold. With the most gold medals (10) and most total medals (15) in Winter X Games history, and the master of back-to-back double corks and the McTwist 1260, White is the most progressive halfpipe snowboarder in the world. Although he has been focused on snowboarding recently, White is also one of the world’s best skateboarders. Transferring his halfpipe skills to the vert ramp, White is known for his amplitude and spins, which won him his first X Games Vert gold in 2007. That same season, White went on to dominate the AST Dew Tour Vert field, winning the overall title. He won a bronze Vert medal in 2008, giving him an X Games medal of every color. The 2006, 2008 and 2009 recipient of the ESPY award for Best Male Action Sports Athlete, White will return to the X Games for the first time since 2008 to test his skills in Vert Best Trick.
Street Men’s 

Ryan Sheckler (San Clemente, Calif.)
One of the most popular skateboarders today, Ryan Sheckler was launched onto the skateboard scene when he became a professional skater at age 13. He became the youngest athlete to win an X Games gold medal when he won Skateboard Park just a few months later. He has since collected wins at the Gravity Games, the Vans Triple Crown and Slam City Jam. Sheckler earned his way back to the top of the X Games podium in 2008, winning his first Skateboard Street gold medal with a broken right arm. The Dew Tour Park Champion in 2005, 2006 and 2007, Sheckler already has a Dew Tour Park win under his belt this season. A fan favorite, Sheckler has turned his name into a franchise. In addition to his clothing line, Sheckler has become a reality television star through three seasons of MTV’s “Life of Ryan” and has a charitable foundation benefiting children’s cancer research. Though Sheckler rolled his ankle and was unable to finish the Finals session at X Games 15, he will look to make his way back to the top of the Skateboard Street podium this year. 
Street Women’s

Marisa Dal Santo (LaGrange, Ill.)
One of the few women willing to throw down tricks like the men, Marisa Dal Santo proved she is one of the female street skaters to beat by earning four medals in five X Games appearances, often battling for the top spot with Elissa Steamer. A fun and progressive skater, Dal Santo won her first X Games gold on her 20th birthday last summer, beating three-time gold medalist, Elissa Steamer. In a tight race for the Street title at X Games 15, Dal Santo edged out Steamer and rookie Alexis Sablone to reclaim the gold medal. The 2007 World Cup Skateboarding winner of the overall title, Dal Santo will be the woman to beat at X Games 16. 
Park

Rune Glifberg (Copenhagen, Denmark)
One of only three skaters to compete in every X Games since its inception, Rune Glifberg is a 10-time X Games medalist. However, until his 2008 SuperPark gold medal, he held the distinction of being the most medaled skater (eight total) without having won gold. The quintessential bowl skater has a unique style and combines back-to-back tricks fluidly. It’s his progressive style that has put Glifberg atop the podium now for two years running. It’s no surprise considering he was the top skater on the World Cup Skateboarding series and won a silver medal at X Games Dubai and a bronze at X Games Asia in 2007. Off to a good start this season with a second place finish at the Pro Tec Pool Party, Glifberg will look to continue his dominance in the Park with a three-peat at X Games 16.

Vert Women’s

Lynz Adams Hawkins (Cardiff-by-the-Sea, Calif.)
Committed to setting the bar higher for Vert Women’s Skateboarding, Lynz Adams Hawkins won her third gold medal at X Games 15 on several McTwist attempts and successful Kickflip Indys. Receiving coaching tips from Tony Hawk, Adams Hawkins is the only female skateboarder attempting the McTwist, though she has not yet landed the trick in competition. Now a seven-time X Games medalist, Adams Hawkins has established herself as one of the most accomplished female Vert skaters at just 20-years old. In addition to medaling at every X Games she has entered, Adams Hawkins took home the 2009 season title for the World Cup Skateboarding series. Always the skater to beat, Adams Hawkins was the first-ever skater to ride the DC Mega ramp and the second female skater to be featured in as a playable character in a Tony Hawk video game. 
MOTO X

Super X / Speed & Style / Best Whip
Josh Hansen (Murrieta, Calif.)

The son of former Supercross champion Donnie Hansen, Josh Hansen has racing in his blood. A naturally talented rider, Hansen has struggled in the past with the ability to combine his raw speed and talent with the proper training program. The two-time and defending Moto X Super X gold medalist, Hansen was nearly knocked out of racing after he parted ways with Hart & Huntington in 2009, but a chance opportunity from the Monster Pro Circuit Kawasaki team rejuvenated his riding. Back on the AMA Supercross Lites series, Hansen is more fit and focused than ever, winning his first race on that series since 2005 in May. He finished sixth overall on the AMA Supercross Lites series for the 2010 season and enters X Games 16 ready to defend his two Super X gold medals. 
Best Trick

Kyle Loza (Trabuco Canyon, Calif.)

One of the few freestyle motocross riders without a backflip in his arsenal, Kyle Loza relies on innovation and precision to dominate Moto X Best Trick. The only rider to ever win Best Trick three years in a row, Loza beat out Blake Williams’ 360-variation with an Electric Doom Tsunami at X Games 15. The Electric Doom Tsunami was a variation on the Electric Doom that won Loza the gold the year before. At X Games 13, he became the first X Games rookie to claim gold in Moto X Best Trick history when he landed his signature “Volt”. This also made him only the second person ever to successfully land a body varial to dirt on a motorcycle (the first was Chuck Carothers in 2004).  Always working on new and difficult tricks that have never been landed, Loza hopes to bring the first “bike flip” to X Games 16.
Freestyle / Best Trick
Blake Williams (Baxter, Victoria, Australia)

The first international athlete to win a Moto X Freestyle gold medal, Blake “Bilko” Williams’ laid back style and 360-variations set him apart from the rest of the Freestyle competition last year. Choosing to lay low in Australia and perfect his new tricks before X Games 15, Williams was able to secure his first-ever gold medal in Moto X Freestyle. Looking relaxed on each run, Bilko tore up the X Games 15 Freestyle course with an assortment of 360s as well as Cliffhanger backflips and backflip heel-clickers. Bilko has one of the best 360s in Freestyle Motocross and used his 360 Flying Dutchmen to win his first-ever Best Trick silver medal. The winner of the 2008 Baltimore Dew Tour, Bilko was the first rider to land the Cliffhanger backflip and the Ruler backflip to dirt. It was the Cliffhanger backflip which helped land Bilko the bronze medal in 2006 for the Moto X Best Trick competition. Returning to defend his Freestyle gold, Williams will compete in Moto X Freestyle and Best Trick at X Games 16.      
Super X Women’s

Ashley Fiolek (Saint Augustine, Fla.)

Already one of the most successful women’s motocross riders in just her third season as a professional racer, Ashley Fiolek has been a force behind advancing the level and prestige of women’s racing in the United States. A dominant force on the AMA/WMA circuit, Fiolek dethroned five-time WMA Champion Jessica Patterson in 2008 to become the youngest WMA champion in the history of the series. The next season, she won every race she competed in from September 2008 until a second place finish in July 2009 and won the eventual 2009 WMA Championship. She then added the Moto X Super X Women’s gold medal to her accomplishments in her rookie debut at X Games 15. Not only is she one of the most dominant female athletes, but also the only motocross rider who is profoundly deaf. Relying on shadows of other riders and the vibrations of her bike, Fiolek is able to stay out ahead of her competitors although she cannot hear them. A media darling, Fiolek was the first female rider featured in action on the cover of a major U.S. motocross magazine (Transworld Motocross, Dec. 2008). As the first female to receive full factory support from Red Bull Honda, Fiolek is poised to change the face of women’s racing.  
Adaptive

Chris Ridgway (Cypress, Calif.)
Of all the adaptive racers, Chris Ridgway raced at the highest level before his injury and believes that still gives him the edge in adaptive competition. Racing professional motocross for 10 years before having his left leg amputated, Ridgway racked up impressive results, including a third at the Baja 2000. However, his results in adaptive racing are even more impressive. The undefeated two-time X Games Super X Adaptive gold medalist, Ridgway also has four gold medals from the Extremity Games. A determined athlete, Ridgway maintains his training regimen by replacing running with rowing and by constantly racing in the desert and on Supercross tracks leading up to X Games. Refusing to pursue a “real job” so he can continue to train, Ridgway will use his experience to attempt the three-peat in Super X Adaptive at X Games 16.
BMX FREESTYLE
Big Air / Vert 

Kevin Robinson (Providence, R.I.)

Kevin Robinson has had a stranglehold on the BMX Freestyle Big Air competition since its inception into the X Games as a full-medaled event in 2006. With four medals in the discipline, the defending BMX Freestyle Big Air gold medalist reclaimed his spot atop the podium last year with a no-handed backflip over the 70-foot gap into a no-handed flair into the quarterpipe. He remains the only rider to have medaled in BMX Freestyle Big Air every year it has taken place. As a veteran and true BMX Freestyle innovator, Robinson already has nine X Games medals (four gold) to his credit and a collection of invented tricks such as the corkscrew, can-can flair, no-handed flair and the Indian tailwhip. Winning a medal at every X Games since 2003, Robinson took home his first gold in legendary fashion at X Games 12 as he successfully landed the first double flair ever in a BMX Freestyle Vert competition. Known for going big, Kevin set a world record for highest air out of a quarterpipe at 27 feet, breaking the previous record of 26 feet, six inches, held by his friend and sponsor Mat Hoffman.  

Street / Park

Garrett Reynolds (Toms River, N.J.)

One of the hottest riders, Garrett Reynolds was already a seasoned BMX competitor at a young age. Turning pro at age 13, Reynolds surprised everyone when he placed seventh in the 2005 overall Dew Tour Cup standings at just 16-years old. In 2007 and 2008, Reynolds put together a streak of four consecutive street wins with podium spots at X Games Mexico, X Games Brazil, X Games Dubai and at the debut of BMX Freestyle Street at X Games 14. In 2008 he was honored with the NORA (Number One Rider Award) Cup as street rider of the year. Reynolds repeated as the X Games Street champion and NORA rider of the year in 2009, as well as adding the Simpel Sessions champion to his list of accomplishments. Still tearing it up this season, Reynolds will attempt a BMX Freestyle Street three-peat at X Games 16. 

Vert

Jamie Bestwick (State College, Penn.)

One of the best BMX Vert riders ever, Jamie Bestwick has won nearly every major contest he has entered since he moved to Pennsylvania in 2000 to focus on riding full-time. With six X Games BMX Freestyle Vert gold medals and four straight overall Dew Tour Vert titles, Bestwick has shown total dominance in the discipline. Only the second rider to three-peat in BMX Freestyle Vert, Bestwick earned his third consecutive gold at X games 15 with his first two runs scoring a 49 of 50 possible points. He also has two International gold medals to his credit, with a win at Global X in 2003 and a recent win at X Games Asia in May 2010. One of the first riders to commit to utilizing the entire halfpipe, Bestwick rides every inch of the pipe with fluidity and consistency. In his 13th X Games appearance, Bestwick will attempt to become the first rider ever to win four consecutive BMX Freestyle Vert gold medals.

RALLY CAR
Racing/SuperRally

Ken Block (Rancho Santa Fe, Calif.)

One of only four drivers to compete in every X Games Rally Car race, Ken Block is one of the greatest promoters of Rally Car Racing in the United States. An all-out style driver, Block has gained fame as the Rally Car jump expert. In 2006, he jumped 171 feet for the television show Stunt Junkies and in 2007 he jumped a rally car in the snow for his Mtn. Lab DVD series. Named Rookie of the Year for 2005 by the Rally America Series, Block finished second overall in the 2008 Rally America Standings. Earning a medal the first three years that Rally Car Racing was a part of X Games, Block was unable to continue that streak at X Games 15 when he did not have enough speed to take the 70-foot jump and was eliminated in the Quarterfinals. A seasoned competitor in the Rally America Series, Block is now taking on the World Rally Championship series. The first American to enter the WRC series, Block will make the switch to Ford with a new Fiesta setup this season. The co-founder and brand manager of DC Shoes, Block will use his WRC expertise to claim a podium spot in the debut of SuperRally. 

